BRIAN PASTOR
9328B Neil Rd., Philadelphia, PA  19115

brianpasto@aol.com      215-342-2799
Brian Pastor, a musician, educator, composer and arranger is Musical Director and Principal Trombonist for The Brian Pastor Big Band as well as Principal Trombonist with Peter Nero and the Philly Pops.  Brian holds a B.S. degree in music education from West Chester University, an MFA (Music) from Trenton State College and was an instrumental music specialist in the Philadelphia Public Schools.  

As a sought after freelance trombonist in the Philadelphia area, Pastor has performed with 
Elton John, Barry Manilow, Johnny Mathis, Bobby Rydel, Nestor Torres, Lucie Arnas, The Manhattan Transfer, Bernadette Peters, Tony Bennett, Michael Feinstein, Burt Bachrach, Donnie Osmond, Yes, Grover Washington, Jr., Doc Severinsen, Tito Puente, Mel Torme, Anthony Newley, Diana Ross, Perry Como, Dionne Warwick, Frank Sinatra, Jr., Les Brown, Tony Randall and many others.  

Brian has recorded with Joey DiFrancesco, Phil Woods, Patti LaBelle, Patti Page Live at Carnegie Hall, Lou Rawls, Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes, Teddy Pendergrass, The Salsoul Orchestra, The Richie Family, South Side Johnny and is on numerous commercial and television soundtracks.  He has been in the pit orchestras for productions of West Side Story, Guys and Dolls, Gypsy, Camelot, St. Louis Woman, Tomfoolery, Funny Girl, Chicago, The Golden Land, Raisin, 42nd Street and Anything Goes to name a few.  Brian has written numerous original compositions and approximately 400 arrangements for ensembles ranging from four to 30 pieces.

Career highlights have included:

Live performance with Elton John and Peter Nero and the Philly Pops, July 4, 2005 

Citation from City of Philadelphia for promoting big band music in Philadelphia, 2000

Patti Page 50th Anniversary Concert Recorded Live at Carnegie Hall  

  Winner of 41st Grammy Award, 1997

PBS Special “Too Marvelous for Words, A Tribute to Johnny Mercer” with Peter Nero and the Philly Pops,

   Melissa Manchester, Johnny Mathis and John Pizzarelli, 1997

Philadelphia Jazz Trombonist of the Year, 1985

The Brian Pastor Big Band, founded in 1994, is a 17 piece jazz ensemble comprised of some of Philadelphia’s finest musicians.  It was created as an outlet for area musicians to perform the music they love, and to provide a showcase for outstanding jazz soloists, composers and arrangers.  Members of the Brian Pastor Big Band include music educators and past and present performers with well known music organizations such as the Philadelphia Orchestra and Peter Nero and the Philly Pops.  Several band members are freelance studio and theater performers.  Pastor is currently principal trombonist with Peter Nero and The Philly Pops, and has been a music educator in Philadelphia for many years. 

The band is noted for its tight ensemble, solos of the highest quality, exhilarating diverse arrangements and original compositions…“a swingin’ band that will make you smile.”  From straight ahead jazz to funk, the band’s repertoire targets a following of all ages.

The Brian Pastor Big Band has had extended engagements at jazz venues, and is noted for appearances at private engagements, music festivals and summer concert series.  The band has performed in educational workshops and concerts throughout the region and can be booked for upcoming engagements through the web site.

The Brian Pastor Big Band’s first CD Common Men was released in June 2006 as a sponsored project of The New York Foundation for the Arts, emphasizing original compositions and arrangements by members of the band.  The CD is featured on jazz stations, programs and webcasts in the U.S., Europe, Asia and Australia and is available for purchase at our web site, CD Baby, Amazon.com, iTunes, etc.  For reviews, purchase links and contact information, please visit www.brianpastorbigband.com.
